Jelka Zorn, University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Social Work and ERIM researcher
State hunger for power, obsession with borders and resistance of the Erased as the
base for other workers_migrants struggles

Erasure reflects state’s (especially ministry of interior) obsession with borders since the
independent state Slovenia was established

Erased were among people that moved in the 1970s and 1980s from other Republics of
former Yugoslavia as workers — but they were erased as Non-Slovenes (shifting the
narrative, politization of ethnicity)

Borders were erected everywhere, between the states but also within the public
services: at local medical centres, at centres for social work, at the universities and
secondary schools and at the pension and employment offices

Ministry of the Interior erased 25.761 people thus they become undocumented and
liable to police detention and expulsion

The erasure was done without formal decision, it was executed in the legal gap (it was
against Constitution) and secretly

In 2002 the struggle begun, the word , Erasure” was powerful and provocative to
describe what happened and to gain public attention. This struggle is our stability, it is
where hope, power and making sense to resist come from.
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« Ambasada Rog — one of the migrant collectives of the Autonomous Factory ROG. They led anti-
Dublinideportation campaigns after the refugee corridor. On the left Ahmad Shamieh who fought
the state for years. He won at the courts, but the Ministry for the Interior‘s hunger for power was
insatigble: See: The Case of Ahmad Shamieh’s Campaign Against Dublin Deportation: Embodiment
of Political Violence and Community Care (2021) (photo: Ambasada Rog)
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* Close the Concentration Camps! Protest against
detention centre, 25 August 2020.

* Also the Erased were detained here and on other
locations. Some were deported. They talked to the staff
of the centre in local language (Slovene), they had their
homes and families in Slovenia. (photo: Ambasada Rog)
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As Aleksandar Todorovic - one
of the Erased activist said,
,Regardless of this or that
result, the most important think
was that people became more
human through the struggle; we
had been totally dehumanized,
not only on the administrative
level, but also as people in our
personal lives, in our
relationships with friends and
relative. It seems that this
struggle, this exposure, the
public proclamation of the
Erased, standing up to the
stereotypes of the majority -
this is what it brings a kind of
humanization (Once Upon an
Erasure, Casopis za kritiko
znanosti, p. 31; photo:
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* |n front of the
Parliament, October 2003

* The banners at the
protest read: ,,Drive on,
we don‘t exist” (photo:

- ERASURE
Denis Sarki¢)
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Gorizia, Italy, March 2006.

The struggle of the Erased started in
26 February 2002 and it is still going
on. The Erased won:

at the Constitutional Court of
Slovenia (in 1999 and 2003)

at the European Court of Human
Rights (in 2012).

last year, after 20 years of struggle

and 30 years from the erasure
from the register of permanent
residents the President od the
Republic of Slovenia apologized
the Erased for all the violations of
their rights and also acknowledged
the long term grass-roots struggle
(photo Leon Megusar).




* The caravan of the

Erased to the European
Parliament in Brussels
November 2006.

Trivo Damjanic passport
was issued 1 day before
the erasure 25 February
1992 and on 26
February 1992 was no
longer valid because he
was erased by the
Ministry of the Interior
(photo Dare Cekelig).







Current issues

* 20 years of permanent grass roots struggle transformed the society: in the
activist context the evoking of the erasure (as violation of rights) and their
struggle is common and important

* Erased activists are a very tiny but powerful group of people who support
other strug%les (in the course of 20 years of struggle some of the very
active people died)

* Recenty the Amnesty International Slovenia launched a campaign in
support of keeme memory alive on the years living without documments
and on the struggle and demanding compensations by the law

e Currently I'm analysing the narrative interviews with elderly social workers
— one of the topics is on the erasure (how they remember the Erased
durling th)e 1990s, when the erasure was not recognized as human rights
violation



Thank you!
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