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Peripheral gaze:

What does it mean to be on a periphery?

 Geographical position

 Political relations

 Economic hierarchization/dependence

 Cultural stereotyping

 Productivity of peripheral position: the agency of peripheral states



Balkans/Yugoslavia/Western Balkans?



Political alignments



1990’s





Failed states of the Balkans, captured 

states, hybrid regimes and stick and carrot 

motivation 

 Paternalism

 “EU-splaining”

 monitoring 

 pressures

Since 2003 and Thessaloniki summit, the integration of the Western Balkan 
states into EU border regime officially began.

They were promised “European future”

They had to fulfill certain obligations, including control of their own people 
as well as “third country  nationals” going to the EU





Johansson also offered EU assistance and expertise in the field 
of returning irregular migrants to their countries of origin while 
proposing that the next step in the cooperation is “the revision 
of the agreement between Serbia and Frontex”. 

A document accessed by Statewatch and the 

Heinrich Böll Stiftung reveals that European interior 

ministers signed a secret joint statement in 

February 2022 outlining EU and Schengen states 

commitment to increase financial and material 

support for deportations from the Balkans, 

enhancing the region’s role as a migration “buffer 

zone”. Ministers expressed commitment to 

“intensify cooperation” for “demand-oriented 

and targeted support in the field of return, in 

particular from the Western Balkans towards third 

countries” by ensuring the “rapid matching of 

needs and possible return assistance”. The 

statement also calls for “flexible Return 

Partnerships between Western Balkan partners, EU 

partners and/or Switzerland and/or on thematic 

areas of importance for returns,” such as “the 

exchange of best practices” and “better 

communication with specific countries of origin 

and transit”. 

Prime Minister of North Macedonia Dimitar Kovačevski said that cooperation 
with Frontex will help that small Balkan country in the fight against international 
criminal organizations.
"For us, Frontex means the protection of our borders, the protection of the 

territorial integrity and sovereignty of our country," he said.





Instrumentalizing migration control 

externalization obsession of the EU

 Opening the very first chapter in the negotiation process with the EU

 Changing the image of Serbia

 Employing people in securitarian and humanitarian sector

 Equipping police

“Each agreement we sign with an EU member state leads us closer to the EU”



Conclusions:

 Instrumentalization of migration for reaching unrelated political goals

 Getting economic benefits

 Migration is convenient because it is basically irrelevant: doing favors for 

the EU and sacrificing already marginalized populations
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