dr. sc. Marijana Hamersak, Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Research,
Zagreb, Croatia

Border Deaths along the
Balkan Migratory Trail and
their Research

Seminar on the Border
Gruszki, 21-24 April 2023






ERIM

about project bibliography e-erim activities and news researchers

=N

Research project The European Irregularized Migration Regime at the Periphery of the EU: from

Ethnography to Keywords (ERIM) coordinated by The Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Research, --.l !-'r :
and financed by The Croatian Science Foundation (IP 2019-04-6642), strives to document and
analyse irregularized migrations in the transnational space formed by migratory movements that in
various directions cross borders between Croatia, Slovenia, Serbia etc. Based on the multi-sited

/= &T}‘T-r()"[{)f{g(d(\,}ﬂly ethnographic research (observation, participation, interviews and other methods), research CONTACT
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associates from Croatia, Slovenia and Serbia in the framework of ERIM aim to encompass the levels

https://erim.ief.hr/en




The Passage textile memorial, curated by selma banich, Zivi Atelje DK, Zagreb, 24 May 2021. Photo: Nina Purdevié¢



https://4dtrail.wordpress.com/

4D is a migrant justice database

focused on documenting human
losses that occur on the so-called
Balkan Route.




patabase

40 2023 Deceased

Country of
departure
Date or Cause or (with
presumed possible cause additional
date of death |of death Country Location Age or date of birth | Sex notes) Sources
Bosnia and
360 29/12/2022 | Drowning Herzegovina |Skela, River Sava [unknown unknown | unknown U Savi se utopio muSkarac (srpskair
Slavonski Brod, Paolicija iz Save u Slavonskom Brody
379 29/12/2022 | Drownining Croatia River Sava unknown unknown  |unknown utopio - Index hr
Bosnia and Stara Gradiska, Palicija kod Stare GradiSke pronasla
378 2211212022 | Drowning Herzegovina |River Sava unknown unknown | unknown 20-ak migranata | Telagram.hr
Bosnia and Stara Gradiska, Policija kod Stare GradiZke pronaéla
3T 2211212022 | Drowning Herzegovina |River Sava unknown unknown | unknown 20-ak migranata | Telegram.hr
Bosnia and Stara Gradiska, Policija kod Stare GradiZke pronasla
376 2211212022 | Drowning Herzegovina |River Sava unknown unknown | unknown 20-ak migranata | Telegram.hr
Vasica, River Potraga za vozadem u Sidu koji je u:
375 18/12/2022 | Drowning Serbia Drina unknown male unknown na putu. telo na obdukciji (nova.rs)
Bogatic, River
374 16/12/2022 | Drowning Serbia Drina unknown male unknown UZas kod Bogatica: Telo muSkarca i
Med pretkanjem avtoceste 21-letnik
373 8/12/2022 | Hit by car Slovenia Kostelac unknown male Afghanistan BTV 5LO
hitps:/fwww google.comiurl ?g=https:
pronalaska-tijela-u-amajlijama-slijedi
pitanju-
migrant&sa=Dé&source=editors&ust=
w2l 2K Tpr2xwjc2oxbbl9cfE; hitps./
drine-pronadjeno-bezivotno-tijelo-ile:
prostrijelna-rane-posljedica-nesrece:
Bosnia and Bijeliina, River fhelid=lwARZhExRARvnMEWIKDED
r2 411212022 | Drowning Herzegovina |Drina unknown male unknown SvOuloHDfcjeQ
Bosnia and Orahova, River
an 21202022 | Drowning Herzegovina |Sava unknown unkonwn | unknown ERIM




4D report form

Deceased, disappeared, detained — documenting migrant trail in the Balkans

mhamersak@gmail.com Promijeni racun &

Naziv i fotografija povezani s vasim Google racunom snimit ¢e se kada prenesete datoteke i
posaljete ovaj obrazac.. Vasa e-adresa nije dio vaseg odgovora.

* Oznacava obavezno pitanje

Name of the deceased if known:

Vas odgovor

Age or date of birth of the deceased:

Vas odgovor
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nedavno objavijene za-
pljen kilograma kokaina pristigla je up-
ravo iz te luke u belgijsku luku Antwerpen, a

Latrpani ispod kutija

Press clipping documentation, Croatian State
Archive, Zagreb




Dead and missing in the Balkans

Rasprava Istaknuto Clanovi Medijski sadrZaj Datoteke Reels Q

Informacije

@ Privatna
Samo ¢lanovi mogu vidjeti tko je u grupi i 5to se
objavljuje.




EJ Cemeteries ERIM 2020- - Google X

S spatanie a0 Woltsbergh

Cemeteries ERIM 2020-

This map is working material based on the
ethnographic research conducted within the
research project The European Irregularized

vise

12 prikaza

Zadnja izmjena je izvrSena prije nekoliko sekundic®

< Dodajsloj 2+ Dijeli ) Pregled

v/ Cemeteries
T Individualni stilovi
@ Jamadol, cemetery
@ Skakavac, cemetery
Q Popovié¢ Brdo, cemetery
@ Kamanje, cemetery
@ Prilisce, cemetery
g Lipa, cemetery
@ Restovo, cemetery
O Zavrsje Nereticko

@Mlaka, cemetery § Senj Caz ) 661 IR .~ Derventa a3 S Y9
Ol ~ O o TP = h g B '
@ Vojna Vas, cemetery Pulz ocac Jezeral) \ 3, ' - Pmjav N ﬁ‘i‘ﬁ@! 7 \({1\’“ A

OV' . ‘ Cres | RN Bosa . 2N ) b E\w;fé —a
iSnica, cemetery Medulin (3 . rupe Banja Dobo) e & / -
Q Jasenak, Stara crkva, cemet... o 2 —
@ Moravice, St. Teresa cemetery ‘

Q Bllje, cemetery

 Otok, cemetery

. OGraci
~OGracanica




Unnamed graves of five men. Skakavac, visited 21 July 2020



Graves of four unknown men, Mlaka, near Jasenovac, visited 9 February 2022



Graves of Landu Majala Panzu, Majala Miguel and thre identified men, Moravice, visited 31 May 2022



Grave of Salah Benyahia Djelloul, Donje Prlisce, Topusko Cemetery, visited 19 October 2022
visited 28 July 2020



T,

Grave of unidentified man who died by drowning in

December 2017, Bilje, visited 17 May 2022 . . .
Grave of Ahmad Ibrahim Khalil, Lipa, visited 21

April 2021



, Bakari Traore, Seydou Dembele and Mamadou Niakhate who
st / Sant’Antonio in Bosco cemetery, visited 24 March 2023

Graves of Somila Diby Mibaye
died in transit in 1973. Bor



Borst/ Sant’Antonio in Bosco cemetery, visited 24 March 2023
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40 2023 Deceased

Country of
departure
Date or Cause or (with
presumed possible cause additional
date of death |of death Country Location Age or date of birth | Sex notes) Sources
Bosnia and
360 29/12/2022 | Drowning Herzegovina |Skela, River Sava [unknown unknown | unknown U Savi se utopio muSkarac (srpskair
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Vasica, River Potraga za vozadem u Sidu koji je u:
375 18/12/2022 | Drowning Serbia Drina unknown male unknown na putu. telo na obdukciji (nova.rs)
Bogatic, River
374 16/12/2022 | Drowning Serbia Drina unknown male unknown UZas kod Bogatica: Telo muSkarca i
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373 8/12/2022 | Hit by car Slovenia Kostelac unknown male Afghanistan BTV 5LO
hitps:/fwww google.comiurl ?g=https:
pronalaska-tijela-u-amajlijama-slijedi
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prostrijelna-rane-posljedica-nesrece:
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r2 411212022 | Drowning Herzegovina |Drina unknown male unknown SvOuloHDfcjeQ
Bosnia and Orahova, River
an 21202022 | Drowning Herzegovina |Sava unknown unkonwn | unknown ERIM




“Moving beyond the logic of counting means refusing to look
at border deaths from the standpoint of this governmental
gaze — migration agencies or states — and taking into account
what border deaths are for the friends and the relatives of
the missing migrants. [...] Rather than producing a more exact
border deaths population database, it is a question of
bringing into visibility the reality of what the visa regime and
the European mechanisms of border control generate: the
‘disappearance’ of women and men who die without being
detected but who are counted as ‘missing’ in the countries of
origin or of transit by those who know them.” (Tazzioli 2015:
5)



Thank you!

This work has been fully supported by Croatian Science Foundation
under the project The European Irregularized Migration Regime at

the Periphery of the EU: from Ethnography to Keywords
(IP-2019-04-6642)
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Jasminka Dedi¢ & Bojan Mucko
Modra rijeka by Mak Dizdar

modra rijeka_proba.mp4
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Prostest action for renaming the Republic of Croatia Square into Madina Hussiny Square,
Zagreb, 21 November 2019. Photo: Ivana Peri¢
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Grave of unidentified man buried on 30 October 2019. Cemetery in Popovic
Brdo, visited 21 July 2020



Grave of unidentified man who died by drowning in December 2017, Bilje, visited 17 May 2022




* apparent anonymity of the deceased

Vojna vas cemetery, Slovenia 25 March 2021 Skakavac cemetery, Croatia 21 June 2020



Border deaths

“premature deaths of persons whose
movement or presence has been
unauthorized and irregularized as
they navigate or interact with state-

made boundaries” (Tamara Last
AVVAVEVA Y



List of 36 570 documented deaths of refugees and migrants due to the restrictive policies of "Fortress Europe”
Documentation by UNITED as of 1 April 2019

Death by Policy - Time for Change!

C~mpaign information: Facebook - UNITED Against Refugee Deaths, UnitedAgainstRefugeeDeaths eu, listofdeaths@unitedagainsiracism.org, Twitter: @UNITED __Network #AgainstRefugeeDeaths
UNITEL for Intercultural Action, European network against nationalism, racism, fascism and in support of migrants and refugees

Amsterdam secretariat: Postbus 413, NL-1000 AK Amsterdam, Netherlands, tel +31-6-48808808, listofdeaths@unitedagainstracism.org, www.unitedagainstracism.org

The UNITED List of Deaths can be freely re-used, translated and re-distributed, provided UNITED is informed in advance and source (UnitedAgainstRefugeeDeaths.eu) is mentioned. Researchers can obtain this list with more data in xis format from UNITED
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found | 2 : >
£ | name, gender, age | region of origin cause of death source
dead | 5
=
28/03/19 | 2 |N.N.(men) unknown drowned, bodies recovered off coast of Chios (GR), 36 rescued HelCoastG/IOM
27/03119 | 1 |Ali(boy, 18) Afghanistan suicide in shelter for unaccompanied minor asylum seekers in Geneva (CH), bad housing conditions Vivre/RTS/Le Courrier/TribuneGeneve
26/03/19 ] 1 |NN Sub-Saharan Africa drowned, found in advanced state of decomposition on beach near Tetouan, south of the Strait of Gibraltar (MA) El Pueblo de Ceuta/IOM
26/03/19 | 1 INN Sub-Saharan Africa drowned, found dead on beach in Azla (MA), presumably while trying to reach Spain FaroCeuta
260319 | 1 NN Sub-Saharan Africa drowned, found floating in advanced state of decomposition in sea in Tarajal area of Ceuta (ES) FaroCeuta/Ceutaaldia/E| Pueblo de Ceuta/lOM
26/03/19 | 4 |N.N. (baby, 3 women) Afghanistan, Iran drowned when migrant ship sank on way from Ayvacik (TR) to Lesbos (GR); 11 rescued Reuters/DailySabah/HurriyetDN/ArabNews/TurkCoa
23/03/19 | 1 |Hamza Ben Nasr (man, 26) Tunisia drowned in shipwreck on way from Mahdia, Tunisia to Italy TNnum/Kapitalis/IOM
23/03/19 | 1 |Ftima (woman, 26) Tunisia drowned in shipwreck on way from Mahdia, Tunisia to Italy Kapitalis/IOM
23/03/19 | 1 |Hanen Saidi (woman, 26) Tunisia drowned in shipwreck on way from Mahdia, Tunisia to Italy TNnum/Kapitalis/IOM
23/03/119 | 1 |Ons Zaouali (woman, 26) Tunisia drowned in shipwreck on way from Mahdia, Tunisia to Italy; 3 other dead, 5 missing including her brother TNnum/Kapitalis/IOM/Shems
23/03/19 | 5 |N.N. (young men) Tunisia missing after migrant boat sank on way from Mahdia (Tunisia) to ltaly TNnum/Kapitalis/IOM/Shems
21/03/19 | 1 |Sylla Noumo (man, 32) Senegal died in fire at new govemment-built migrant tent camp of San Ferdinando (IT) InfoMigrants
19/03/19 | 7 IN.N. (1 baby) unknown 1 drowned, 6 missing when migrant ship capsized very soon upon leaving coast of Sabratha, Libya Ansamed/Libyan Express
18/03/19 | 3 INN Sub-Saharan Africa found dead on boat in distress in Alboran Sea off coast of Nador (MA); 53 people rescued HuffPostMaghreb/HelenaMaleno/IOM
17/03/19 | 19 NN Morocco missing in migrant shipwreck off coast of Sidi Warzeg (MA), while trying to reach Canary Islands Hams/Zoubeidi/IOM
14/03/19 | 45 |N.N. (girl, 14; 6 w (incl. preg.)) Comoros, Congo, Mali, Maurit{1 died, 44 missing in shipwreck off coast of Bouyafar (MA) on way to Spain; 22 people rescued AP/DailyMail/EurPress/EIDiario/WatchTheMed/IOM/
12/03/19 | 3 N.N. (1 woman, 2 men) Sub-Saharan Africa died in Zintan detention centre (LY) due to lack of food and medical treatment InfoMigrants
10/03/19 | 1 |N.N. (woman) unknown drowned, body found in rocky shore area near Agios Theodoros, Akra Korakas, Lesbos (GR) HelCoastG/IOMGreece
10/03/19 | 1 IN.N. (girl 4-6) unknown drowned, headless body found on Vatera beach, Lesbos (GR) HelCoastG/IOMGreece
08/03/19 | 2 NN unknown drowned, body found on unspecified location off coast of Libya IOMLibya
08/03/19 | 1 |K. A.(man, 30) Algeria stowaway, electrocuted while trying to board a train in Sid, Serbia for Croatia APCSerbia/lOMSerbia
08/03/19 | 1 |IN.N. (man, 20s) Ethiopia crushed between pallets in trailer of truck, probably during displacement at port of Calais (FR) VoixDuNord/IOM/Parisien
06/03/19 | 3 |N.N.(man; 2 boys, 4) unknown drowned, two small boys as well as their father died when their boat sank near Samos (GR) AlarmPhone/AP/IOMGreece



http://www.unitedagainstracism.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/ListofDeathsActual.pdf
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Field research:

* interviews with representatives of local funeral companies,
religious communities, municipality services etc.

* questionnaires sent to Red Cross, Ministries of interior (Police) of
Croatia, Slovenia and Serbia, IOM (Slovenia) about data,
procedures and practices related to border deaths

 multi-sited field visits to cemeteries in Slovenia and Croatia
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Renaming the Republic of Croatia Square into Madina Hussiny Square, Zagreb,
21 November 2018. Photo: Maddalena Avon



The Passage / Prijelaz
selma banich and Women to Women




The Passage Exibition, Zivi Atelje DK, Zagreb, 24 May 2021.
Photo: Nina Burdevic

Making of The Passage, Zivi Atelje DK, Zagreb, 22 November
2020



Comemorative Action Justice for Madina, Zagreb, 21 November 2020. Photo: lvana
Peric
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Jasenak, Cemetery Stara Crkva, visited 18 March 2022



