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The Passage textile memorial, curated by selma banich, Živi Atelje DK, Zagreb, 24 May 2021. Photo: Nina Đurđević



https://4dtrail.wordpress.com/









Press clipping documentation, Croatian State 
Archive, Zagreb







Unnamed graves of five men. Skakavac, visited 21 July 2020



Graves of four unknown men, Mlaka, near Jasenovac, visited 9 February 2022



Graves of Landu Majala Panzu, Majala Miguel and thre identified men, Moravice, visited 31 May 2022



Topusko Cemetery , visited 19 October 2022Grave of Salah Benyahia Djelloul, Donje Prlišće, 
visited 28 July 2020



Grave of Ahmad Ibrahim Khalil, Lipa, visited 21 
April 2021

Grave of unidentified man who died by drowning in
December 2017, Bilje, visited 17 May 2022



Graves of Somila Diby Mibaye, Bakari Traore, Seydou Dembele and Mamadou Niakhate who
died in transit in 1973. Boršt / Sant’Antonio in Bosco cemetery, visited 24 March 2023



Boršt/ Sant’Antonio in Bosco cemetery, visited 24 March 2023







“Moving beyond the logic of counting means refusing to look 
at border deaths from the standpoint of this governmental 
gaze – migration agencies or states – and taking into account 
what border deaths are for the friends and the relatives of 
the missing migrants. […] Rather than producing a more exact 
border deaths population database, it is a question of 
bringing into visibility the reality of what the visa regime and 
the European mechanisms of border control generate: the 
‘disappearance’ of women and men who die without being 
detected but who are counted as ‘missing’ in the countries of 
origin or of transit by those who know them.” (Tazzioli 2015: 
5)



Thank you!

This work has been fully supported by Croatian Science Foundation
under the project The European Irregularized Migration Regime at 
the Periphery of the EU: from Ethnography to Keywords
(IP-2019-04-6642)







Grave of Mahmud Mohamad Baraka, Jasenak, Cemetery Stara Crkva, visited 18 March 2022
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Jasminka Dedić & Bojan Mucko 
Modra rijeka by Mak Dizdar



Prostest action for renaming the Republic of Croatia Square into Madina Hussiny Square, 
Zagreb, 21 November 2019. Photo: Ivana Perić



Grave of unidentified man buried on 30 October 2019. Cemetery in Popović 
Brdo, visited 21 July 2020



Grave of unidentified man who died by drowning in December 2017, Bilje, visited 17 May 2022



• apparent anonymity of the deceased 

Vojna vas cemetery, Slovenia 25 March 2021 Skakavac cemetery, Croatia 21 June 2020



Border deaths

“premature deaths of persons whose 
movement or presence has been 
unauthorized and irregularized as 
they navigate or interact with state-
made boundaries” (Tamara Last 
2020: 21)



• .

http://www.unitedagainstracism.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/ListofDeathsActual.pdf

http://www.unitedagainstracism.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/ListofDeathsActual.pdf




Field research: 

• interviews with representatives of local funeral companies, 
religious communities, municipality services etc.

• questionnaires sent to Red Cross, Ministries of interior (Police) of 
Croatia, Slovenia and Serbia, IOM (Slovenia) about data, 
procedures and practices related to border deaths

• multi-sited field visits to cemeteries in Slovenia and Croatia



Renaming the Republic of Croatia Square into Madina Hussiny Square, Zagreb, 
21 November 2018. Photo: Maddalena Avon



The Passage / Prijelaz
selma banich and Women to Women



Grief activism

Making of The Passage, Živi Atelje DK, Zagreb, 22 November
2020

The Passage Exibition, Živi Atelje DK, Zagreb, 24 May 2021. 
Photo: Nina Đurđević



Comemorative Action Justice for Madina, Zagreb, 21 November 2020. Photo: Ivana 
Perić



Jasenak, Cemetery Stara Crkva, visited 18 March 2022


