
What Counts in Counting: 
Politics and Ethics of

Documenting Border Deaths

Seminar on the Border

Świnoroje & online

23-26 May 2024

dr. sc. Marijana Hameršak, Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Research, 
Zagreb, Croatia, marham@ief.hr





Topusko Cemetery , Croatia 19 October 2022





News archive, Croatian State 
Archive, Zagreb

State registers, Croatian Institute of Public Health
etc. 





https://4dtrail.wordpress.com/



Comemorative Action Justice for Madina Hussiny, Zagreb, 21 November 2020. Photo: Ivana Perić



The Passage textile memorial, curated by selma banich, W2W collective, Živi Atelje DK, Zagreb, 24 May 2021. Photo: Nina 
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The Soil remembers. Do you? 

selma banich and W2W
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Statistics and bordering



Statitsics and debordering
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„Moving beyond the logic of counting means refusing to look at border deaths from the standpoint

of this governmental gaze – migration agencies or states – and taking into account what border

deaths are for the friends and the relatives of the missing migrants. This means engaging in a 

decolonial move that challenges the logic of recognition that sustains political campaigns and

research projects aiming to count and identify dead migrants. […] The logic of identification – giving

a name to corpses found at sea – risks, paradoxically, reproducing the hierarchy that assumes dead

migrants are people who, in order to exist, have to be recognized, counted and named from the

northern shore of the Mediterranean.“ (Tazzioli 2015: 5)



List of residents of Košute (Croatia) killed on 24 September
1943 by 7th SS division Prinz Eugen
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List of deceased in Lampedusa schipwreck of 3 October 2013



After 3 October 2013 
shipwreck

Immediately after the disaster, three survivors developed the idea of

collecting the names of the victims while they were confined in the

refugee accommodation center in Lampedusa. Mohamed Kasim, who

now lives near Copenhagen, was one of them. He explained to me in an

interview that he and the others felt obliged to notify the families of

the victims. They all knew how painful it is to remain in the liminal state

of not knowing if a person is dead or alive. Every Eritrean has struggled

with the uncertainty of disappeared persons. (2023: 79) As survivors of

the disaster, Mohamed explained, it was their responsibility to account

for the dead and let their family members know. They did not rely on 

the Italian authorities or the Red Cross, as they thought that Eritrean

diasporic networks would be more efficient in disseminating the

information. […] It was important, Mohamed stressed, that the families

be able mourn their losses. For the survivors, accounting for the

disaster by listing the names was an act of respect for those who

remained alive, for those who were missing someone.” (Horsti 2023: 

78-79, emphasises MH)



Thank you!
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